
Living Lights, Pt 3 - The value if the individual within the community 
  
Review of last week: We have to choose “what” we are.  
In Matthew 5:13-16 
When Salt and Light begin to take on characteristics of other things, they become less of what they 
should be. 
That if we choose to be a Christian than people should not be surprised when they find out that we are. 
              
              
               
John 13:35  “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”(NASB) 

Of all the characteristics that Jesus could have picked, it was the virtue of love that He gives us as the 
single most important identifier for those who claim to be His followers.The interesting thing here is that 
Love is not only a virtue, it is also an emotion, and a choice.      
              
              
              
               

#2 - We have to choose to connect 
A - Here is an interesting question: Why do we build churches?      
              
              
              
               

B - Paul and the expansion of the church 
When Paul would travel from place to place there was one thing that was always first on his list…???
Acts 13:4-5 / Acts 13:14 / Acts 14:1 / Acts 17:1-2 
              
              
              
              
To those who knew Christ            
              
               
To those who do not know Christ           
              
               

C - The establishment of the church around the world has. Historically, been the greatest forced for the 
stabilization and development of every nation that the Gospel has gone into. 
Even the secular community recognizes this truth:  



Matthew Parris taken from an article he wrote titled “As an Atheist I truly believe that Africa needs 
God.” 

“It inspired me, renewing my flagging faith in development charities. But travelling in Malawi refreshed 
another belief, too: one I've been trying to banish all my life, but an observation I've been unable to 
avoid since my African childhood. It confounds my ideological beliefs, stubbornly refuses to fit my 
world view, and has embarrassed my growing belief that there is no God. 
Now a confirmed atheist, I've become convinced of the enormous contribution that Christian evangelism 
makes in Africa: sharply distinct from the work of secular NGOs, government projects and international 
aid efforts. These alone will not do. Education and training alone will not do. In Africa Christianity 
changes people's hearts. It brings a spiritual transformation. The rebirth is real. The change is good.” 

Discussion question: How would you describe your connection to the local body of Christ. Not the 
church as a whole, or the churches in your area, how connected are you to the people and mission of the 
church you attend? What drives you to connect, or what holds you back?     
              
              
              
              
              
              
               

Additional Notes:            
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              


