February 22nd, Sermon Notes and Journal Page
1 - The Birth of Christ:

Isaiah 7:14

Genesis 3:15

2 - The Work of the Cross:

John 3:1-18

Born Again:

As Moses Lifted the Serpent

3 - The Consummation:

1 - The Birth of Christ: I can remember almost every Christmas of my childhood. The excitement, the
anticipation, the inevitable sneaking out of my room to look at the tree as I tried to catch the fat guy in
the red suit. As a military family we spent many of those early days in Germany visiting a number of
places around Europe during the most wonderful time of the year, it was an amazing way to grow up.
But, there was always something missing, and that something was Jesus. There was always the baby in
the manger, but that does not mean that Jesus was part of the celebration. The most anticipated parts of
the holiday were the Charlie Brown Christmas special, the old claymation of Rudolf the Red Nose
Reindeer and of course The Grinch that stole Christmas. Those were the traditions that were handed
down to me about the day we celebrate the Birth of Christ. It is no wonder that throughout my
Childhood, and into my years as a young adult, Jesus was held at arms length, not because I was evil,
but because I didn’t know any better. For this exercise I want you to do two things 1-Think back
through your childhood and write down some of the most vivid memories you have, and then ask
yourself if Christ is in any of them. This is not to be critical or negative of your upbringing, its just a
personal inventory that helps us better understand who we are today, so that we can choose a better path
tomorrow.

2-Think through about the coming year, as I am writing this there are 308 days left until Christmas for
all of you OCD people, and consider what you want to hand down to your children, grandchildren, or
what you may want to do for your own spiritual enrichment. Here are some things to think about as you
consider this topic: Is Christmas about giving or getting? / is it about gratitude or expectation? / are we
teaching thankfulness or expectation? How can we be sure to place Christ, and His Character, firmly in
the center of Christmas?

